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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 


Harvest time is with us, and almost a year of your present president's 
term has gone. It has been a year of promise and disappointment, of inter- 
mingled activity and delay.. The thrill of early passage of the much long- 
ed-for library bills by the Idaho House was succeeded by the decided let- 
down of Senate committee burial. But there's always another legislative 
session in the offing} 


Idaho has fortunately been spared the worry and strain of legislative 
investigations and loyalty oaths, a token both of the good sense of our 
legislators and, probably, of the unquestionable loyalty of Idaho citizen- 
ry. We have also not been plagued by well-meaning groups, anxious to weed 
out "Das Kapital" and the "Nation" magazine from Idaho libraries. This is 
a happy picture, which we hope will not be shattered by next year's events, 


within our organization membership has risen to its highest peak; now 
we are asking for membership activity to begin to increase. As usual in 
organizations, a few persons seem to show all the interest. We hope that 
the active interest in library doings shown by Governor Jordan in pro- 
claiming "Library Day" and in endorsing the Library Service Bill will be 
reflected by more participation in ISLA affairs by all its members. Less 
than one-fourth of the members attended the May Convention; only about ten 
each quarter send in news items for this magazine. Let's let harvest time 
be not only the time for Thanksgiving but also for co-operation, Your 
association has big plans for the future; you will decide whether these 
plans become realities. 


Eli M, Oboler 
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THE STATUS OF LIBRARY LEGISLATION IN IDAHO 


Two bills were proposed to the 1951 session of the Idaho legislature 
intended to help improve library service in the state. These bills were 
to (1) amend section 33-2501, Idaho Code, thereby changing the State Library 
Commission from an ex officio body to one appointed by the Governor, and 
(2) repeal section 33-113, sub-division 1), which places the Library Com- 
mission under the supervision of the otate Board of Education. Both bills 
passed the House early in the session but never got out of committee in 
the Senate. These bills, although only a bare minimum of what the state 
needs as library legislation, are still the Idaho State Library Associ- 
ation's legislative program for 1953. 

Since last spring, bills have been introduced in the U. 5S. Senate and 
House, known as Library Services Bills, which, if passed, would enable 
federal funds to be made available for state controlled programs designed 
by the State Library Agency. The State Agency would bring library service 
to people by such varied means as library demonstrations, bookmobile scr- 
vice, advisory personnel to help the local community develop its local pro- 
gram, book stocks for the state library to loan both to libraries and in- 
dividuals, direct grants to individual libraries for books, or any other 
methods that provide effective service. Funds cannot be used for the pur- 
chase of land or buildings, 

Because of our inadequately functioning State Library Commission, 
planning for the proper use of such funds is not possible. In addition, 
instead of a possible $72,749 per year for five years, the best we could 
get from federal funds, if our present budget for the State Traveling 
Library would be counted as money spent for library extension purposes, 
would be around {320,000 a year. To administer this fund, we have now only 
our ex officio Library Commission and the state Traveling Library. On 
June 11, 1951 Governor Jordan stated, in a letter to the president of the 
Idaho State Library Association, that he considered the federal Library 
Services Bill a "highly desirable" project. If library-minded Idahoans 
and organizations would see fit to recommend to Idaho's congressional 
representatives the passage of Senate Bill S 1452 and whatever bill emerges 
from the House Committee on Education and Labor, a beginning might be made 
at improving Idaho's deplorable library service. At present the best help 
to the cause of the Library Services Bill could be given by writing to 
Representative Graham A. Barden of North Carolina, who is chairman of this 
House committee, to ask him to appoint a sub-committee to hold hearings on 
the bill as soon as the second session of Congress convenes in January. No 
action will be taken by the House until the committee has held hearings 
and reported the bill favorably. It happens that there is not one member 
of this committee who is from Idaho, but, nevertheless, letters to Repre- 
sentatives Budge and Wood, concerning the Library Services Bill, would 
help. 

So far as our legislative program for the 1953 session of the Idaho 
legislature is concerned, the Idaho State Library Association will decide 
on a definite program at its next convention in the spring of 1952. Mean- 
while, we would certainly appreciate an endorsement of the two bills pro- 
posed in 1951. More material on Idaho legislation is in the July, 1951 
issue of the "Librarian". Especial attention is called to pages 21, 22, 
26-30, and 35-2. Any further information will gladly be supplied by any 
one of the officers of ISLA, or by Mrs. George Ambrose, Librarian, Meridian 
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Public Library, Meridian, Idaho, who is chairman of the ISLA Legislative 
Committee, or Miss Mildred Selby, Children's Librarian, Boise Public Li- 
brary, who is an active member of this committee. The following letter, 
sent September 25, will indicate the type of letter that we hope Association 
members and library-minded Idahoans in general, will send to Congress: 
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The Honorable Graham A, Barden 
House of Representatives 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Dear Sirs 


As president of the Idaho State Library Association, and 
speaking for approximately 100 members of the Association lo- 
cated throughout the state, I am writing this to urge you to 
appoint a sub-committee to hold hearings on the Library Services 
Bills as soon as Congress reconvenes in January. Naturally, I 
hope that the hearings will result in a favorable report. As 
you know, there are seven identical bills now introduced, and 
we of the library profession will be happy to endorse whichever 
one your committee finally approves. By means of matching 
Grants-In-Aid, the Library Services Bills will enbale states 
such as Idaho, with heavy rural populations, to broaden the 
scope of library service so that all citizens may eventually 
have equal opportunity for library service. Your interest and 
co-operation will be greatly appreciated, 


Sincerely yours, 


Eli M. Oboler, President 
Idaho State Library Assn. 


— 


"The enemy of free public education can frequently be spotted by his 
attitude towards the materials of instruction. He cannot escape the con- 
sciousness that if he were in complete control of education he would see 
to it that only approved literature could be found in classrooms or li- 
braries. To his Lis a textbook is equated with the official, orthodox 
doctrines to be taught to young people; a magazine, by its very presence 
in the school library, must be considered approved, authoritative infor- 
mation. Therefore, any teaching material allowed in the school is 
‘correct!, and not to be questioned by pupil or teacher. Because teach- 
we and indoctrination are one and the same, he distrusts free inquiry, 

e becomes a censor and demands the banning of any materials he finds ob- 
jectionable. From this point of view, such a demand is reasonable," 
David K. Berninghausen, in his "A Policy to Preserve Free Public iduca- 
tion", p. 148 (Harvard Educational Review, Summer, 1951) 


THE ORGANIZATION; ACTIVITIES, AND PURPOSES 
OF THE ADA COUNTY LIBRARIANS, 1950-1951 


Our decision to organize grew out of a directed study Extension 
Course from the University of Idaho where a number of us were thrown to- 
gether to discuss our common problems and concoct recommendations to be 
given to our administration concerning the furthering of libraries in the 
public school. During this period, we found we had been so compatible 

and helpful to each other that we decided to stick together and form an 
organized group for the purpose of bettering the library service in our 

The following fall, at the Teacher's Institute here in Boise, we 
were thrown into a similar situation, only our scope was widened by the 
inclusion of librarians from Ada County. One of the original group, lrs. 
Bernice Beck, was chairman of the section. Miss Martha M. Guenther of 
Pocatello, who is Idaho membership chairman of the American Association 
of School Librarians Division of the American Library Association, sent 
Mrs. Beck a letter asking her to solicit memberships from the librarians 
in this area. 

when our group met November 29, 1950 to discuss the organization of 
a local group, nine members were present and when Mrs, Beck presented the 
membership blanks from the American Library Association, all nine who were 
present joined. At this time Mrs. Beck was elected president; Mrs. Kath- 
erine Empie, secretary; Mrs. Grace Bienapfl, treasurer. 

The next meeting was held January 6, 1951 at the Boise Hotel. A 
committee was chosen to draw up a program and outline our purposes for 
the coming year. Miss Guenther was present and gave a short talk. Two 
more librarians joined the A.L.A. ,bringing the total membership to eleven, 

Fourteen were present at the next meeting, which was held at the 
Boise Hotel February 3. The committee reported on plans and purposes 
which in brief were: that we would relate our programs to the betterment 
of school libraries and librarians; try to determine common problems, and 
act as a clearing house for individual problems and groups as much as the 
time allowed. 

At the March 3 meeting Mrs. George Ambrose, who was chairman of the 
program committee, called for reports from several librarians to discuss 
their most pressing problems. A report was given by Mrs. Ambrose on current 
library legislation which was of vital interest to librarians of the =tate 
and to the State Board of kducation,. 

Miss Marion Bingham, head librarian of the Boise Public Library,gave 
an interesting talk which included the Library bill and also discussed 
the Traveling Library and the activities of the PNLA and how it was help- 
ing state library associations. The enthusiasm of the group was shown by 
a majority of the organization joining PNLA. 

The next meeting, March 26, was held in honor of Miss liildred Batch- 
elder, Lxecutive Secretary of the Children's Division of the ALA. Miss 
Batchelder gave an informal talk, prefaced by many complimentary remarks 
about the sudden growth of membership from Idaho which had moved from 
four to eighteen, which more than doubled the total membership in the 
State. She made a very inspiring talk which made the group more determined 
than ever to increase its membership. 
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At the spring meeting, May 5, Miss Fern Linck presented to the group 
the values of a possible Book Fair. Under the leadership of Miss Linck 
the group decided to attend the Book Fair at Caldwell which was held May 16, 
17 and 18. A "Buzz Session", such as had been suggested by Miss Bachelder, 
was also conducted, and many interesting books were suggested. 

Although we suspended the meetings for the summer months, an interest- 
ing development took place. Mrs. Beck, while attending the University of 
Washington, was invited to attend a library development workshop which was 
being conducted under the guidance of the P.N.L.A. She was asked to give 
a talk and also acted as an ex officio delegate from the State of Idaho, 
Since no delegate had been sent from the State, Satisfaction was expressed 
when it was discovered that Mrs.. Beck was present to take part in this 
workshop since the word had been received that Idaho had made such strides 
in interest and membership and they were anxious to learn how it had been 
accomplished, 

On September 7, 1951, Mrs. Beck received a letter from Mrs. Ruth 
Harshaw asking if she would co-operate with Miss Mildred Selby in arrang- 
ing panels for the famous "Carnival of Books" which she was planning to 
conduct in Boise October 10. 

Our plans for the coming year are to draw up a constitution and elect 
new officers; to increase the membership, and to work for more interest 
and promote the betterment of library service in the State of Idaho, 


Katherine Empie 
Secretary 


LOCAL RADIO PROGRAMS 


The Colorado Library Association has recently begun a state-wide 
plan for radio programs advertising local libraries. These programs are 
to be financed by the C.L.A. and district library associations but will 
feature local libraries and are planned to make the state more library 
conscious and to gather support for librarianship as a profession. A 
series of dramatized spot announcements will be produced by the Rocky 
Mountain Radio Conference especially for this project. These will be re- 
corded and the recordings made available without cost to each local 
radio station in Colorado. By this cooperative method of production, 
each library will have the benefit of high quality radio productions 
which would cost several hundred dollars if produced individually. After 
reading about this plan in the September issue of the C.L.A. Bulletin 

we wondered what the membership of I.S.L.A. would think about a similar 
plan for Idaho, perhaps to begin in 1952. Please send in your reactions 
to this suggestion, 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY DAY IN IDAHO 


At the instigation of the president of I.S.L.A. Governor Jordan 
issued the following proclamation on September 2h, 1951: 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF IDAHO 
BOISE 


PROCLAMATION 


WHEREAS, 


the American Library Association was founded in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, on October ), 1876, and marked the beginning of 
a new era in library development, and 


libraries and their services have become integral parts of the 
educational, cultural, social, and economic life of our nation, 
and our state, and 


through its "Library Bill of Rights" the American Library Associ- 
ation has set forth policies which provide alli citizens with 
access to information on the highest level of intellectual free- 
dom, and 


throughout its 75th anniversary year, the American Library Associ- 
ation is conducting an educational program under community li- 
brary leadership with the themes "The Heritage of the U.S.A. in 
Times of Crisis," and 


this 75th anniversary program is devoted to a restatement of the 
American Heritage in terms of present-day crisis and to a stim- 
ulation of general thinking on the problem of how to defend our 
freedom by understanding its origin and its application to the 
great problems of today, and 


in this way and through constant devotion to the great task of 
helping citizens think through their problems, our librarians 
render inestimable service, and 


October h, 1951, has been designated National Library Day to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of the founding of the American 
Library Association and to give special opportunity for our citi- 
zens to pay tribute to libraries and librarians; 


NOW, THEREFORE, I, LEN JORDAN, Governor of the State of Idaho, designate 


the day of October 4, 1951, as Library Day in Idaho and call on 
all citizens and civic organizations to bring their attention and 
their expressions of appreciation to this occasion in their own 
communities throughout Idaho. 


Throughout the state, newspaper items appeared commemorating this 
event, with perhaps the following editorial from the October 5 Boise 
"Daily Statesman" representing the typical item: 


- THE BOISE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


"We slipped up a bit in failing to recall that yesterday was 
observed as National Library Day, an occasion for awarding public 
recognition throughout the country to the people who service the 
book-reading public. 

Ordinarily, as we have on candid occasions in the past ob- 
served, the recollection or forgetting of the innumerable special 
'days' of the year is not a matter which causes us much concern _ 
with the exception of those traditional American observances in 
which the historic past of the nation is reviewed. 

But in this instance we feel that word of credit is much 
overdue, that it would be well to keep in mind the fact that 
Boise's librarians do an excellent job of providing the public 
with entertaining and instructive reading fare, and that the op- 
eration of the library as a whole is a distinct credit to the 
community. 

By and large, the Boise public makes good use of its local 
library, taking full advantage of book offerings and reference 
services. Students at the various schools are early acquainted 
with the wealth of valuable opportunities available at the library, 
and the result in many cases is the cultivation of a life-long 
habit of employing leisure time in the fascinating pursuit of 
book reading. 

The Boise library will continue to play an important role in 
the city's life, and we are confident that its occasional ex- 
ceptional needs and ordinary requirements will continue to be 
amply provided for." 


The State Traveling Library featured an open house with cider and 
doughnuts, and bouquets of fall flowers to add color to the occasion, 
The president and members of the Columbian Club were present as honored 
guests, since the educational committee of that club was responsible for 
passing the law that created the State Traveling Library. Miss Rose 
Coventry of the library staff set up a special display, entitled "Can 
You Explain America", containing books written about each section of the 
United States with streamers leading from a map to the books represent- 
ing various sections of the country. . 

Your president happened to be in Burley the Saturday following Li- 
brary Day and saw the very interesting and elaborate display on the 
"Heritage of the U.S.A. in Times of Crisis" as prepared by Librarian 
Mrs. Frank Ann B, Parke and her staff. Probably a great many other 
libraries throughout the state had similar displays and celebrations. 

. The January issue of the "Librarian" will gladly describe any such, if 

information is sent in time. 


LABELING: AN ALA STATEMENT 


At its July convention the American Library Association Council un- 
animously adopted the following recommendations of the A.L.A. Committee 


on Intellectual Freedom: 


"In view of our own convictions and those of other practi- 
cing librarians whose counsel we sought, the Committee on Intel- 
lectual Freedom recommends to the ALA Council the following pol- 
icy with respect to labeling library materials: 

Librarians should not use the technique of labeling as a means 
of predisposing readers against library materials for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

1. Although totalitarian states find it easy and even proper, 
according to their ethics, to establish criteria for judging pub- 
lications as 'subversive,' injustice and ignorance rather than 
justice and enlightenment result from such practices, and the 
American Library Association has a responsibility to take a stand 
against the establishment of such criteria in a democratic state, 

2. Libraries do not advocate the ideas found in their collec- 
tions. The presence of a magazine or book in a library does not 
indicate an endorsement of its contents by the library. 

3. No one person should take the responsibility of labeling 
publications, No sizable group of persons would be likely to 
agree either on the types of material which should be labeled or 
the sources of information which should be regarded with sus- 
picion. As a practical consideration, a librarian who labeled a 
book or magazine pro-communist might be sued for libel, 

. Labeling is an attempt to prejudice the reader, and as 
such, it is a censor's tool. 

5. Labeling violates the spirit of the Library Bill of 
Rights. 

6. Although we are all agreed that communism is a threat to 
the free world, if materials are labeled to pacify one group, 
there is no excuse for refusing to label any item in the li- 
brary's collection. Because communism, fascism, or other author- 
itarianisms tend to suppress ideas and attempt to coerce indi- 
viduals to conform to a specific ideology, American librarians 
must be opposed to such ‘isms', We are, then, anti-communist, 
but we are also opposed to any other group which aims at closing 
any path to knowledge," 


Incidentally, the American Library Association Committee on Intel- 
lectual Freedom has asked the president of I,S5,L.A. to designate a 

representative from this state for the 1952 Mid-Winter Meeting, where a 
program showing what state committees are doing is planned. The present 
A.L.A. Council member from Idaho will also act as the representative a% 


this meeting, 


CARNIVAL OF BOOKS 


The splendid radio program "Carnival of Books" which originates in 
Chicago and is released every Sunday morning at 11:5 over NBC, is at last 
coming west. Ruth Harshaw, originator, author, and mistress of ceremonies 
on the program, recognizes the fact that there are good authors in the 
west who write fine childrens! books. She has decided to come west and 
record panel discussions of these authors for her program. Boise was 
honored on October 9th as the city in Idaho where Idaho authors were inter- 
viewed. Glenn Balch, the author of many fine horse stories, was one of 
the guests of honor, and was questioned by a panel of four Boise children, 
and Mrs, Harshaw, on his newest book,"Indian Fur", released this fall. Mr. 
and Mrs, Sam Swayne of Orofino, Idaho, authors of a "best book of 1950" 
called "Great Grandfather in the Honey Tree", were guests on a recorded 
interview. 


We, of the Boys' and Girls' Department of the Boise Public 
Library, announce with a great deal of pride, that Boise's 
local NBC station KIDO has consented to broadcast regularly 
this program which originates in Chicago. For the benefit 
of those who are able to get KIDO the programs for the fall 
are as follows: 


KIDO Sunday - 12:30 p.m. 


Oct. 14 - OF COURAGE UNDAUNTED 
Author: James Daugherty (New York) 
Publisher: Viking Press 


THREZ BOYS AND A LIGHTHOUSE 
Authors: Nan Hayden Agle and #llen 
Wilson, (Bloomington, Indiana) 

Publisher: Charles Scribner's Sons 


Oct. 28 = WINDY FOOT AT TH: COUNTRY FAIR 
Author: Frances Frost (New York) 
Publisher: whittlesey House 


BAN-JO AND GREY EAGLE 
Author: Isabel McMeekin (New York) 
Publisher: Franklin Watts, Inc, 


EMILY OF DEEP VALLEY AND THE TREES KNEEL AT 
CHRISTMAS 

Author: Maud Hart Lovelace (New York) 
Publisher: Thomas Y. Crowell Co, 


Nov. 18 - CENTLRBURG TALES 
Author: Robert McCloskey (Maine) 
Publisher: Viking Fress 


Mrs. Harshaw has announced that the western authors and their 
works, including our Idaho authors, will be scheduled some- 
time after Christmas, If you enjoy these programs write KIDO 
and tell them of your approval. 


Perhaps those who are not reached by KIDO of Boise could contact their 
own local NBC stations, 


Mildred Selby 
Children's Librarian 
Boise Public Library 


NOTE: KSEI, Pocatello NBC station, begins carrying this broadcast at 
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, October 21. 


A SUGGESTED LIBRARY-GOVERNIENT DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 


"Libraries of any size will be provided for their own use with free 
copies of any government publication they request and will be given 
their own representation in a central reviewing service. They will 
therefore be supplied with lists and indexes of government publications, 
as at present, and with an additional estimate of the interest category 
to which a publication belongs. Beyond this, they should have materials 
for display, for gifts, and for sales either by delivering from stock on 
hand or by taking orders for later delivery by mail. 

The least that can be done in display is to provide extra copies of 
announcement lists to be posted, preferably on a bulletin board set 
aside especially for government publications. These announcements will 
represent municipal, state, Federal, and international publications. A 
note on how to get the publications, if no more than an instruction to 
inquire from the librarian at the desk, can be printed at small cost by 
the Government Printing Office. For that matter, the Federal Government 
might well donate a display board for this minimum effort,.. 

If it is good business to set up salesrooms in Federal buildings in 
the large cities, it may be better business to set up salesrooms in pub- 
lic libraries where the passing throng is a self-appointed, concentrated 
audience interested in reading. If the practice is ever adopted on a 
wide scale, its success will depend upon a spirit of enterprise and 
willingness to take risks, a combination of commercial skill with the 
eager concern of the educator... 

Whatever system is adopted for sales can be used as well for the 
publications to be given away. In some rare cases, when a program that 
affects every citizen is under discussion, governments may want to send 
large quantities of pamphlets to be picked up by visitors to libraries, 
although to avoid losing the effect of such distribution it should be 
used so rarely as to make its occurrence conspicuous. More typically, 
the librarian will request a copy of a free publication for display, 
just as he requests a display copy of a publication for sale, Individ- 
ual citizens or groups of citizens who want copies should demonstrate 
their interest by requesting them, The advantage of this system is that 
such citizens know they can go to the nearest public library to make 
their request and that the mails will bring the publications," 

James L, McCamy, in his "Government Publications for the Citizen", 
pages 105-107, 110. (Columbia Univ. Press, 199) 


MERIDIAN MOVES AHEAD 


GREAT BOOKS 


In addition to the Pocatello Great The Meridian public library has 
Books program, two new groups have recently been cataloged and re-arrang- 
been formed this fall. Under the ed under the direction of the library 
sponsorship of the Tri-City branch of board of the Occident Club, a feder- 
the American Association of Univer- ated woman's club, which has sponsor- 
sity Women a Great Books program is ed and financed the library since its 
being started in Burley. A Great beginning five years agoe 
Books club meets on Mondays at the The library is housed in a pleas- 
Skiers Cafe in Sun Valley with Mrs. ant room in the club home, contains 
M. F. Cunningham, Hailey librarian, about six thousand volumes and sev- 


helping to provide books. eral current magazines. It is open 
to the public two afternoons and one 


evening each week. The city coun- 
cil recently appropriated money for 
RUBY REPORTS the upkeep of the library, making 
possible the present reorganization 
The item in the July "Librarian" and future growth. 
concerning "Books and You" brought 
forth the following response from 
Mrs. Ruoy of the Caldwell Public 


Library: ASSOCIATION ACTIVITY 
“What do you mean ‘the only book- 
review program now on the air in The Ada County School Librarian's 


Idaho?! I have been on the air over Association, organized a year ago, is 
KCID here in Caldwell once each week resuming its monthly breakfast meet- 
for more than four years! Lach week ing this month, Its members are li- 
I give some interesting facts con- brarians in the elementary, junior 
cerning our library and then a brief high, and high schools in Boise, 
review of some current book. Don't agle, Kuna, and Meridian. 

count us out in this! ‘Je think the 

library 'spot' is good publicity for 

us." 


ALAMEDA PLANS 


The Pocatello Public Library Board 


RURAL READING is planning with the neighboring Ala- 
meda city officers to develop a co- 
From the Salt Lake Tribune: operative library program. If new 
a A recent poll of farm wives re- Alameda city offices can be built, 
veals that the average farm wife has the present City Hall would provide 
seven worries. They rank in this the estimated 1000 square feet of 


order: Worry about the chances for floor space needed for approximately 
good jobs for their children, worry 8000 volumes to be included in a 
about lack of water for the farm- projected public library. A shifting 
house, worry aoout lack of recrea- of Pocatello population away from 
tional facilities, inadequate housing the present Bonneville, or east-side, 
and the scarcity of books in the home branch has encouraged such plans. 


and rural library facilities. 


| | 


SUMMER AT MT, HOME 


Mrs. W. L. Harley tells us that 
the Carnegie Library at Mountain 
Home concluded a very successful 
summer recreation program on Auge 2h 
with 540 children attending the 18 
meetings. This program sponsored by 
the City Council under the City 
Recreation Program had all work do- 
nated by members of the Library 
Board and other volunteers. Some 
of the activities were Story Hour, 
Puppet Class, <trip Films, and 
reading, with some 61 books borrow- 
ed from the State Traveling Library 
for the summer program. 

Mountain “ome staff includes a 
part-time assistant and consult- 
ant on purchase of new books in 
addition to the librarian. «ith 


6314 books in the library, the 
year's circulation is about 15,200 
lent to 500 adult readers and 
5000 juveniles yearly. 


WANT A NSW JOB? 


Miss Lesley M. Heathcote, Li- 
brarian, Montana, sends the follow- 
ing news: 

"T shall need a technical ref- 
erence librarian beginning January 
1, 1952, and although a science 
background would be nice, I wouldn't 
insist on it. I should like some- 
one with experience and the salary 
will not be less than $3600 and can 
be quite a bit more for the right 
person. The position carries with 
it faculty rank of assistant prof- 
essor, there is the privilege of 
every eighth quarter off on full 
pay for study or travel, the annual 
vacation is one month, and there is 
extra time at Christmas." 


NEWS NOTES 


I. S. C. LIBRARY 


I.5.C. Library is again present- 
ing a weekly series of informal 
talks by faculty members on their 
vacations and avocations, entitled 
"Browsing Room Book Teas", Last 
year's series were attended by ap- 
proximately 300. 

Mrs. Clark Carlile, formerly sec- 
retary to the librarian, was added 
to the professional staff on July 1 
as order librarian and secretary. 

Mr, Samuel C. Chandler, a recent 
graduate of George Peabody College 
for Teachers Library School, has 
been circulation librarian here since 
July 1. Mr. Chandler is also a 
graduate of Brigham Young University. 

bli M. Opoler, librarian of I.5.C, 
Library, was recently appointed to 
the Public “elations Committee of 
ALA, as well as being chosen Idaho 
representative and chairman of the 
Legislation Committee of PNLA for 
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PNLA LUNCHEON 


The following Idaho librarians 
attended an Idaho luncheon in the 
Davenport Hotel Dining Room, Spokane, 
on August 30, during the recent 1951 
PNLA Convention: Geneva Bittleston, 
Edith Dygert, Marion C. Orr, Louise 
L. Slade, Ava Barnes, Jeannette Rut- 
ledge, Fred Waldeck, Fern Luther, 
Dean Vanderwall, Belle Sweet, Nancy 
Atkinson, Martha M. Guenther, Olive 
T. Bess, Leonard Thorp, Charles A. 
Webbert. 

Mr. Leonard Thorp discussed, in- 
formally, recent work of the Idaho 
Library Development Committee, 


PNLA APPOINTMENTS 


Miss Martha M, Guenther, assist- 
ant librarian at I.5.C,. Library, has’ 
been appointed the Idaho member of 
the Public Relations Committee of 
PNLA. Mr. Charles Webbert, reference 
librarian, University of Idaho Lib., 
is now the Idaho member of /NLA Nom- 
inations Committee. 

Mrs. Doris Harris, Moscow city 
librarian, was appointed Idaho rep- 
resentative on a PNLA committee to 
Study reorganization of the division 
for public and county libraries, Mr. 
Fred Waldeck represents Idaho on 
the PNLA Committee on Indexing His- 
torical Photographs and Portraits, 
and Mr. Leonard Thorp was renamed 
for the PNLA Committee on Library 
Development. 

The "Librarian" welcomes any 
further news of PNLA or ALA appoint- 
ments. 


A NEW YORK TIMES ITEM 


The Polish contingent, in a tizzy, 
telephoned State Department offi- 
cials asking for some very special- 
ized assistance. They were after a 
1949 Brookings Institution report, 
"Major Problems of United states 
Policy." 

The only copy they had been able 
to locate was in the 5an Francisco 
Public Library and, as a specialized 
reference work, could not be taken 
out. But, they said, it was highly 
important that they take it out. The 
State Department got a special dis- 
pensation from Mayor Elmer Robinson 
to spring the volume. 

P. Se: The Brookings report was 
mentioned in THE NEW YORK TIMES 
earlier as citing legal grounds for 
Soviet objection to the peace treaty 
arrangements, 


CALDWELL CHEERS UP 


The following improvements are 
reported from the Strahorn liemorial 
Library of the College of Idaho, 
There is a new charging desk, which 
is in a central location in the 
reading room, back of which, in an 
alcove, is new shelving for the re- 
serve book collection. The reading 
room is very attractive with a new 
Kemtone job in light green. 


THE COLL:GE BINDERY 
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+ Class "A" library binding. 


# All books and periodicals 
| sewed on the approved "Oversewing 
Machine", 
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Washington 
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NEWS NOTES 


UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO ITEMS 


Miss Mary Brasch of .heeling, west Virginia, has been appointed loan 
librarian. She received her A.B. degree from west Liberty State College, 
West Virginia and a Master's degree in Library Science from Carnegie Insti- 
tute of Technology. Before coming here she was assistant librarian, Du- 
quesne University, Pittsburgh. Miss Brasch replaces Mrs. Geneva Bittle~ 
ston, librarian, College of the Nazarene, Nampa, who served as loan li- 
brarian last year while her husband pursued graduate work in the school 

of Education. 

Mr. Stanley Shepard of New Jersey has been appointed documents li- 
brarian succeeding Miss Chandy who recently resigned. lir. Shepard studied 
at Rutgers University where he received his B.A. in History and later a 
Be. in Education, Subsequently he received an M.A. in Library »Science 
from Columbia University. before coming to Idaho he was assistant curator 
in the Department of Special Collections, Rutgers University. 

Mr. Rodney ialdron has been appointed library assistant and will de- 
vote a large portion of his time to arranging and classifying archival 
materials in the Northwest Collection. Mr. Waldron did undergraduate work 
at the University of Denver where he received his A.B. degree. He also 
received an M.A. in Library science from the same institution. Before 
coming to Idaho, Mr. “aldron served in the State Historical Society Library 
of Colorado as a cataloger and reference librarian and also as head cata- 
loger of the State Historical Society Library of Missouri. 


"SELLING" NORTH FREMONT HIGH SCHOOL LIERARY 


With a new building and a new library the library science students of 
North Fremont High ochool of Ashton, Idaho, have been pushing ahead with 
some new approaches to making the library useful, reports librarian John 
Churche 

Besides setting up the usual card files and regular library routine, 
the North Fremont High students have been working to offer very up-to-date 
and easy-to-digest pamphlets to the users of the library, An electric 
current is pictured charging through a poster advertising, "Use Pamphlets 
for Current Information", 

Proceeding with the idea that library materials need to be advertised 
in order to increase the extent of their use, a piece of leatherette- 
covered cardboard two feet long and one foot high was decorated on one 
side with pictures of Mexican life. The cardboard was bent and stood up 
so that it could form a background in front of which some books about 
Mexico could be placed. Good books which had seldom come to the attention 
of the pupils became popular with the help of this simple display. 

The success of these simple projects has caused the students to be- 
come enthusiastic as they plan other exhibits, games with books, and other 


ways of advertising what the library has to offer, 


SUGGESTED EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


Marion Bingham, secretary-treasurer of this Association, has offered 
to perform the following service for all libraries in this state, When- 
ever a position is to be filled within the state, Miss Bingham could be 
informed of the nature of the position, outlining duties, requirements, 
and salary range. Then anyone in the state desiring a library position 
could send inquiries to Miss Bingham, and she would report vacancies to 
prospective applicants. As soon as a position is filled, Miss Bingham 
would also be notified of this fact. With such a Positions file perhaps 
prospective library employees and employers with jobs to fill could get 
together more expeditiously. The Executive Board of I.5.L.A. feels tiis 
is a worthwhile experiment, and Miss Bingham will be happy to have sug- 
gestions about the workings of such a Positions file from anyone concerned, 


"Students enrolled for teacher-librarian training should be made 
fully aware of the fact that even the best of such training does not 
constitute what is known as full professional training for school li- 
brarians. The curriculum established for the purpose of training 
teacher-librarians should be offered by only degree-conferring insti- 
tutions approved by the generally accepted agencies for accrediting 
colleges and universities. The number of training agencies should be 
distinctly limited for the sake of economy in providing adequate equip- 
ment, book collection, and faculty. The number should be based upon 
demand and the agencies selected should be chosen with some regard to 
location so that they will meet the needs of the entire state. Colleges 
and universities that cannot meet these standards should not be en- 
couraged to give courses in library science for teacher-librarians. 

The department of library science should be organized and admin- 
istered as a regular department in a college or university. The ex- 
ecutive officer in charge of the program of instruction in school- 

: library service should have sufficient authority delegated from the 
governing body of the institution to administer the programe.. 

The teaching load must not exceed 16 hours a week. In case a 
member of the regular library staff teaches the library-science courses 
she must be relieved from her other activities or duties sufficiently 
to enable her to do a good job of teaching. At the same time her reg- 
ular work must be handled by an adequately trained person in order that 
the library service to the institution may not suffer, Laboratory 
hours in cataloguing and classification and time for student conferences 
shall be counted in relation to class hours according to the practice 
of the institution, All teaching must be done with students in resi- 
dence, Library-science courses must not be given by correspondence or 
extension, Library-science courses are definitely a combination of 
laboratory and lecture procedure and cannot be satisfactorily studied 
in correspondence or extension courses." Stith M. Cain, in his 
"Standards For Training Programs and Courses for Teacher-Librarians", 
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COMPLETE COMMITTEE LIST, 1951-52 


STANDING COMMITTEES: 


Membership - Chairman, Miss Marion Binghamg Mrs. R. 
Stanley Pearce, W. F. Heyrend 


Legislative - Chairman, Mrs. Amy Ambroses Mrs. Mabel 
Baker, Charles Webbert 


Library Development - Chairman, Leonard Thorp; Miss 
Deborah Davis, (other members to be announced in 


January ) 


Publications - Chairman, Eli Oboler3 Miss Mildred 
Selby, Lee Zimmerman 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES : 


Newspaper - Chairman, Lee Zimmerman ; iiss Marion Orr, 
Miss Marion Bingham 


Idaho Authors - Chairman, Miss Marion Orr 3; Miss Marie 
Coffin, Mrs. R. Stanley rearce, Charles Webbert, 
Miss Hannah Snyder 


MEMBERS ADDED JULY-OCTOBER, 1951 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS: 


Barnes, Mrs. Ava, Librarian Geddes, Martha, Librarian 
Edna Gillespie Library Carnegie Library 
Blackfoot, Idaho Preston, Idaho 


Chandler, Samuel C., Circ. Libn. Zachman, Helen, Asst. Cataloger 
Idaho State College Library University of Idaho Library 
Pocatello, Idaho Moscow, Idaho 


Dickinson, Rachel, Librarian 
South Fremont High School Lib. 
St. Anthony, Idaho 


INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS: 


Edna Gillespie Library 
Blackfoot, Idaho 


17 


LET GLORGE DOI? | 
| BBARY My | 
(/ 
onal 


